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AUSTRALIA 


FEDERAL GOVERNMENT BARS TELECOM MUVE INTO COMPUTERS 
Melbourne THE AGE in English 17 Oct 81 p 1 
[Article by Lorenzo Boccabella] 


[Text] Canberra--The Federal Government has blocked moves by Telecom to move 
into the potentially lucrative field of computer-based information services. 


The Minister for Communication, Mr Sinclair, announced yesterday that private 
enterprise, not Telecom, would establish the new systems which generally use 
telephone lines to make data available on television sets in homes and offices. 


The Government's decision will limit the expansion of telecom as Australia 
moves to catch up with the rest of the advanced nations in the information revo- 
lution. 


Telecom had planned to establish an information service but Mr Sinclair said 
yesterday that it had now been directed not to proceed with the system. 


Subscribers to the new system are connected to 2 central computer where they can 
dial up questions on topics ranging from stock exchange data, transport timetabies 
and fares to concert programmes and current affairs. The information sought 
appears on a television screen much as information at airline booking counters. 


Mr Sinclair's announcement follows complaints this week by the Opposition's com- 
munications spokesman, Senator Button, that the Government has stifled Telecom's 
capital raising -apabilities contrary to the recommendations of a commissioned 
report. Senator Button claimed that the Government was sabotaging Telecom. 


The managing director of Myer, Mr Keith Rosenhain, wrote to Mr Sinclair early this 
year arguing that information systems should be left to the private sector to 
deve lop. 


It is now known that Myer will operate the “Teledon" system from Melbourne, media 
maguate Mr Kerry Packer's Publishing and Broadcasting Ltd. will have the "Prestel" 
system from Sydney. 


Prestel is the eystem used by British Telecom. 


In his statement yesterday Mr Sinclair said the decision did not preclude the 
use of the telecommunications network for other information systems. The 








Government had started a study to determine the basis for development of other 
types of computer-based information systems. 


"The decision was taken in the light of the major demands for Telecom for capi- 
tal to meet its traditional responsibilities in telecommunications and the pro- 
jected adverse cash flows of the first years of its proposed Viewdata (Prestel) 
operations,” ifr Sinclair said. 


"Telecom's future involvement could be a matter for consideration by the inquiry 
into telecommunications systems chaired by Mr Jim Davidson." 


CSO: 5500/7511 











AUSTRALIA 


ANNUAL REPORT REVIEWS OTC DEVELOPMENTS IN 1980-81 
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Melbourne THE AGE in English 22 Oct 81 p 24 
[Article by Diny Slamet] 


[Text ] 
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AUSTRALIA 


SURVEY INDICATES NATION IS LAGGING IN COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY 


Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 28 Oct 81 p 26 


[Article by Doug Moore] 


(Text ] 


TUE good news ts thal 
Australia’s computer busi- 
ness is booming: the bad 
news is that il is not booming 


quarterly 
survey of Opinion tii Une com- 
pater business shows that 


cTease spending on computer 
hardware and software during 
the next 12 months. 

on computers in 


- Spending 
Australia already amounts to 


$1500 million a vear 

About $1000 million of that 
gors on staff costs. The 
remaining $500 million ts spent 
on cquipment, most of which 
is imparied 

Yet as Protessor John Ben- 


nett of the Basser Depart-. 


inent af Computing Science at 


compare well with that of 
other technologically 
advanced countries. 

In fact, Australia is at the 
botiom of the list of all ORCD 
countries whet comparisons 
are made on tw basis of the 


number of computers per head 
or pier dollar of gross national 
\ 

Some of the cumputer syves- 
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AUSTRALIA 


IBM AUSTRALIA IMPROVING PERFORMANCE OF TOP COMPUTERS 


Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 27 Oct 81 p 25 


[Text] 
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AU 


TRIBUNAL HINTS AT CONTROLS TO COME FOR CABLE TELEVISION 


Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 23 Oct 81 p 29 
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[Text] 
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AUSTRALIA 





TECHN, CAL, FINANCIAL DETAILS OF SEA CABLE TO CANADA NOTED 


Canberra 1HE AUSTRALIAN in English 28 Oct 81 p 34 


“Huge Sea Cable Spin-off"] 


[Article by Mark Morri: 
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AUSTRALIA 





BRIEFS | 


GOVERNMENT COMPUTER POLICY--The Association cf Australian High Technology Indus- 
tries (AAT) has welcomed “with reservations" the Federal Government's positive 
response to its lobbying for retention of the “buy Australian" preference policy 

for computers and related technology. Mr Robert Kopp, interim vice president of 

AAT, said: “Obviously we are elated to have been able to persuade the Government 

to look again at what we regard as a situation critical to the continuing devel- 

opment of the Australian high-technology industry." But he said the recent , 
statement by Minister for Administrative Services, Mr Newman was "a worry more 

for what it doesn't say than what it does." Mr Newman had said an Australian 

preference situation would not be cost-effective in tenders less than $100,000, 

and would be assessed on a case-by-case basis on tenders worth more than $100,000. 
Mr Kopp said it had been known for tenders worth, say, $250,000 to be broken 

down into smaller tenders, each of less than $100,000. it would also be impor- 

tant for tenderers to know if their case had been assessed as one which would 

attract Australian preference before tendering, Mr Kopp said, "and not, as could | 
happen from the look of Mr Newman's statement, be advised later that the case had 

not been assessed as attracting Australian preference." [Text] [Canberra THE 


AUSTRALIAN in English 27 Oct 81 p 24] 
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TRIALS SLATED FOR VIEWDATA INFORMATION RETRIEVAL SYSTEM 


Private Sector Consortium 


Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 3 Dec 81 Sec 2 p 5 
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Government Delay Criticized 


Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 24 Nov 81 p 5 
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PAKISTAN 


SPACE RESEARCH BODY'S PLANS DETAILED 
Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 2] Dec 81 p 5 


[Text] The first full-dress meeting of the newly formed Space Research Council 
will be held in the near future to consider a plan for the development and acquisi- 
tion of space technology by Pakistan on a long-term basis. 


The nine-member council, which came intc: being under a Presidential Ordinance is- 
sued lats May, is headed by President Gen. Mohammad Zia-ul-Haq. 


Other members include the Federal Ministers for Science and Technology, Finance, 
Poreign Affairs and Communications, Cabinet Secretary, Deputy Chairman of the 
Planning Commission and a scientist. 


The ninth-member is the Chairman of the Space and Up, er Atmosphere Research Commis- 
sion (SUPARCO), who also acts as Secretary of the Council. 


According to official sources, SUPARCO has prepared a four-phase plan for the ac- 
quisition and development of space technology in Pakistan, and the Space Research 
Council will consider this programme at its' forthcoming meeting. 


This plan, which covers a 10-year period, has already been approved by the execu- 
tive committee of the Space Research Council. 


Two meetinas of the five-member executive committee have been held in Islamabad to 
consider the Space Research and Development Programme prepared by SUPARCO. 


Long-Term Plan 


The long-term plan proposed by SUPARCO envisages the development of space technol- 
ogy by Pakistan in four phases, which are: 


--Firstly, establishment of about half a dozen ground receiving stations for 
the transmission and reception of scientific data and communications signals (in- 
cluding TV programmes) from orbiting satellites; 


--secondly, setting up “satellite tracking facilities” for reception of radio 
signals; 


13 








--thirdly, launching Pakistan's own communications (voice and TV)-cum-scien- 
tific observation satellite by using a foreign launcher; and 


--fourthly, development of the capability to assemble and or faktricate and 
launch light weight satellites for scientific and communications purpuses. 


SUPARCO hopes to attain some of the above objectives within six years, though the 
entire plan has been drawn up in a 10-year framework. 


SUPARCO engineers and technicians will be closely involved in all phases of the 
programme, and many of the items involved will be manufactured in SUPARCO workshops 
and laboratories or in other Pakistani factories. 


However, much of the equipment necessary for the development of space technology 
will have to purchased abroad in the initial stages, and discussions are under 
way with a number of countries in this connection. 


Ground Receiving Stations 


SUPARCO plans to establish about half a dozen ground receiving stations in various 
parts of the country. 


According to tentative plans one station for the reception of earth resources data 
from orbiting satellites will be set up at Islamabad. 


Five ground stations for the reception of telecommunications signals (including 
radio, TV, trunk telephone circuits etc.) are to be set up in the four Provincial 
Capitals of Lahore, Peshawar, Quetta and Karachi and in the Federal Capital 
Islamabad. 


Another ground station for reception of scientific data is along to be set up. 


These ground stations will also be equipped with the necessary facilities for 
transmitting signals and operating instructions to orbiting satellites, but this 
feature will only come into play when Pakistan's own scientific data-cum-communi- 
cations satellite is placed into orbit. 


As regards the second aspect of the proposed long-term space development programme, 
this involves setting up, “satellite tracking facilities" for reception of radio 
signals which comprise computer-assisted radio-tracking equipment. 


It is proposed to suppl ment this facility with optical, laser and radar satellite 
tracking equipment. 


Launching of Pak Satellite 


The SUPARCO plan envisages the launching of Pakistan's communications- cum -scien- 
tific observation satellite in geosynchronous orbit, “which circles the earth 
above the Equator at such a height and speed that it remains station” over one 
spot of the globe, thus rendering two-way communications possible on a 24-hour 
basis. 


14 
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Discussions have already been initiated for the purchase of the satelliti: compon- 
ents from either America, England or some West European country and its subsequent 
placing into orbit by utilising a launcher from one of these nations. 


The Space Research Council will consider the proposei programme submitted by SUPAR-:: 
CO, and decide whether to adopt it in full, or amend or revise it in any way. 


The organisational structure of SUPARCO has already undergone some expansion, and 
some more scientists and technicians have been recruited so that this agency will 
be better able to meet the increase demands of its' added responsibilities. 


A number of project groups and “evaluation committees” have been set up within 


SUPARCO in order to examine each proposed project very critically and ensure its‘ 
utility to the national space research, development and acquisition efforts. 


CSO: 5500/4528 
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THAILAND 


MORE TV BROADCASTS FOR SOUTH PROPOSED 


Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 29 Oct 81 pp 5, 12 
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LARGEST AUTOMATIC SWITCHBOARD INSTALLED IN HANOI 


Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 6 Nov 81 pp 1, 4 






{[Article: "5000 Line Automatic Switchboard Installed in Hanoi] 























[Text] (VNA) The machinery unit of the Post and Telecommunications Project 1 Cor- 
portation (Post and Telecommunications General Department), atter 6 months of ur- 
gent work, has finished building and assembling by itself a 5,000 line automatic 
switchboard in Hanoi, the largest ever in the city. 


This was the first time the machinery unit agreed to assemble and install a multi- 
step crossbar switchboard operating on a principle different from that of other 
switchboards currently in se in Hanoi. Without the gu.dance of foreign specialists, 
the machinery unit safely dismantled and transported more than 50 tons of equipment 
including thousands of precision mechanical apparatuses 1,200 km, and has studied 

to improve equipment so as to enable the switchboard to fit in with the electrical 
circuit of the municipal automatic telephone network. Assemblers have succeeded 

in modifying the electrical circuit to make the switchboard's "busy" and “not busy" 
signals similar to those of switchboards already in operation. 


Emulating to make achievements to greet the 5th Party Congress, th: @achinery unit 
of the Post and Telecommunications Project 1 Corporation has introduced 20 initia- 
tives aimed at solving difficulties in supplies and technology, raising labor pro- 
ductivity and stepping up construction tempo. Thanks to the initiative of modifying 
the method of assembling induction primary coils with secondary coils--from in- 
series assembling to parallel assewbling--the machinery unit has fully used 800 o» 
of sections of the very rare 100x2 communications cable. The initiative of improv- 
ing the method of pressing sections of wire before connecting them together has in- 
creased producitivity by 250 percent. 


At present, the switchboard has been basically built and assembled. The machinery 
unit has put 100 lines on a full load trial run and has achieved good quality con- 
munications. Placing that switchboard is use after the municipal cable network is 
completed, can meet the large telephone requirements of government agencies and 
mass organizations in Hanoi. 


9213 
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JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 


TELEPHONE AUTOMATION--Jamaica Telephone Company introduced its first fully 
Electronic Private Automatic Branch Exchange to the public when a system was 
installed at the office of the Insurance Company of the West Indies on Thurs- 
day, November 12. This special switchboard is manufactured by the Nippon Elec- 
tric Co., Ltd. of Japan. It is constructed on a modular basis and fitted in a 
very small cabinet, thus requiring less space for installatios. Expansion is 
also possible for a range of 24 trunk lines and 120 extensions to 46 trunk lines 
and 360 extensions. Features offered, are said to far out-number those avail- 
able on older equipment. One example is call-queuing~which enables the operator 
to answer incoming calls in order of arrival. New features can be added as 
soon as they are available without major changes. This equipment is now in- 
cluded in the range being offered to customers and is available subject to pre- 
vailing conditions relative to foreign purchases, a company news release said. 
[Text] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 26 Nov 81 p 2) 


JAMINTEL EXPANSION--Work is in progress on a J$56.4-million expansion programme 
of the country’s telecommunications services. The programme undertaken by Jamaica 
International Telecommunications Ltd. (JAMINTEL), started two years ago and is 
expected to be completed by 1987. A major portion of the overall cost--J$27 
million is to be spent in providing facilities for the Caribbean Basin cable 
systems. These facilities are needed because of the dramatic increase over the 
last five years in traffic between North America, and Caribbean and Latin Amer- 
ican countries, with diminishing facilities and no diversity routing, a release 
from the Jamaica Information Service said. Other aspects of the programme in- 
clude modifications to the Prospect Pen Earth Station and purchase of a non- 
standard earth station, estimated to ccst some $3.5 million. The international 
telephone exchange is to be expanded at the cost of approximately $5 million. 
According to the release, by this week modifications to the earth station would 
be completed after a set-back due to the recent heavy rains in the island. 

This project became necessary in order to meet the demand for satellite capacity 
with the setting up of Intelsat Satellites (In Telsat V). The Minister of Public 
Utilities and Transport, the Hon. Alva Ross, on Friday made a tour of the 
otfices of JAMINTEL, in Kingston to obi srve work in progress. He was accom- 
panied by members of the Board of Directors: Mr Horace Barber, Chairman Miss 

Pat Bosdet and Sir Fred Phillips, of Cable and Wireless, London; Mr T.0. Minott, 
Mr Franz Botek, Mr Alston Douglas; Mr Steinson Findlay; Miss Fay Brown, Miss 
Monica Brown; and Mrs Joan Belcher, of the Ministry. [Text] [Kingston THE 
DAILY GLEANER in English 30 Nov 81 p 1] 
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IRAN 


TELEPHONE NETWORK FOR NAZARABAD--Tehran (Pars)--The district of Nazarabad, near 
the Karaj township (40 kus. west of Tehran) was supplied with a 500-line automatic 
telephone network, it was announced by the Telecommunications Company of Iran. 
The network was put into operation last Wednesday. [Text] [Tehran KAYHAN INTERNA- 
TIONAL in English 19 Dec 81 p 4) 


CSO: 5500/5316 
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TV AGREEMENT WITH HUNGARY--Mozambique Experim=atal Television and Hungarian 
Television signed a cvoperation agreement in Miputo yesterday. The agreement will 
last 3 years during which the two television services will exchange news, reports 
and programs portraying the economic, political, social and cultural life of the 
two countries. The agreement was signed by Belo Marques, director of Mozambique 
Iixperimental Television and Kapoly Megyeri, vice president o! Hungarian Television. 
[Text] [EAO/0311 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 1030 GMT 6 Dec 81) 
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{Excerpts} After nearly three year: of hard bargaining, the way seems clear to 
modernise the telephone services in Kampala. An agreement to - igment the obsolete 
telephone exchanges in Kampala with one of the most up-to-dat’ telephone systems 
was initialled on November 2, 1981 in Kampala between Uganda and a French fira-- 
Campegnie Industrielle des T'ecommunications (CIT Alcatel). 


using 100 million francs into the life of telephone services in 





Uganda was badly hit because the Community broke at a time when most of the plant - 
and equipment needed replacement. The project is therefore timely, particularly 
when the Corporation is also pushing forward the building of the microwave system 


countries, in the Pan African Telecommunications Network (PANAFTEL) 


The new system takes Uganda another step in the telephone computerisation. It will 
relay messages end transmit information, including computerised data. The country 


already has installed a computerised telex exchange. 


Known as the digital or time division switching (EIO) the system will phase out the 


ageing systems of the strowger and cross-bar exchanges in Kampala. The aim is to 
introduce digital systems wherever a new automatic exchange is to be installed. 


The programme envisages the instalation of two exchanges with 5000 lines; at 
Neambya and Mbuya with an additicnal 3000 lines each and at Mukono, Lubowa and 
Bombo 600 lines each. 


CSO: 5500/5648 2) 











MAJORITY FOR END TO STATE RADIO MONOPC_Y 


POLL: 


Reykjavik NEWS FROM ICELAND in English Dec 82 p 4 
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BRIEFS 


FURTHER DEFEAT FOR TV MONOPOLY--Last month, the Reykjavik city council voted by a 
narrow margin to allow Videoson a fast-expanding video rental, to bury cables un- 
der streets and sidewalks. The Company, a leader in the field nationwide, claims 
to circulate cassette footage reaching some 25,000 television viewers, or close to 
one-tenth cf the Icelandic population (NFI, November). At that session of the 
council, some speakers observed that the city had no obligation tc protect the 
monopoly of the State Broadcasting Service on radio and TV transmission, and that 
the SSB had neglected to init‘ate court actions for guarding its interests in this 
domain. [Text] [Reykjavik NEWS FROM ICELAND in English Dec 81 p 1] 
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